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Cracking Down On Organized Dogfighting
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Wednesday, February 1, 2023

ATLANTA |Today, Senator Rick Williams (R — Milledgeville) introduced Senate Bill 68

which adds the criminal offense of dogfighting to the list of crimes that constitute
“racketeering activity” under Georgia’s racketeering and organized crime (RICO)
statute.

“Criminals who use innocent animals for profit and entertainment should be penalized
accordingly,” said Lt. Governor Burt Jones. “I am honored to support this legislation
and thank Senator Rick Williams for his commitment to addressing a problem that
impacts local communities around the state. This legislation is another piece of the
puzzle in cracking down on gangs and other criminal organizations operating in our
state.”

“This is a short bill with a big impact,” said Senator Williams. “No one should abuse
dogs for entertainment or profit, and this legislation will give police and prosecutors
another tool to properly go after those engaged in this criminal activity.”

Under Senate Bill 68, the commission of two or more dogfighting offenses (or a
conspiracy to do so) would constitute “a pattern of racketeering activity” that would
subject the participants to liability under the RICO statute and allow them to be
punished as an organized criminal enterprise. In addition, RICO offenders would be
subject to civil forfeiture of any property used or gained as part of the criminal
dogfighting enterprise. The statutory change would also subject those involved to
penalties under Georgia’s gang statute if dogfighting is associated with gang activity.

Please use this link to review and track Senate Bill 68.
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